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Media Release 

Vienna, Austria | 15 May 2017 

Partnership provides access to 
safe and affordable drinking water 
to 50,000 people in Kenya 

A two-year project to bring safe, affordable drinking water to more than 50,000 of the poorest 
residents in Nairobi, Kenya, has now been inaugurated after successful completion earlier this 
year. The initiative was co-funded by OFID (the OPEC Fund for International Development), the 
UK Government’s Department for International Development and Borealis and Borouge through 
their joint corporate social responsibility programme Water for the World™. Water & Sanitation 
for the Urban Poor (WSUP) was responsible for implementation and project management. 

An estimated 60% of Nairobi’s population live in informal settlements, with little access to water and 
sanitation. The Nairobi City Water and Sewerage Company has in the past found it difficult to invest in 
these services because of the haphazard design of the settlements, inadequate resources within the 
utility and a perception that residents would be unwilling to pay for services.  Residents without access 
to piped supplies therefore buy water from private street vendors, at much higher prices. 

The five partners came together to improve drinking water supplies in Nairobi's Korogocho and Kahawa 
Soweto informal settlements. The initiative extended the existing network into the settlements, using 
high-quality polyethylene (PE) pipes. This allowed pre-paid water dispensers to be installed, which are 
now providing water for as low as one tenth the price that consumers used to pay to water vendors. 

“Innovative PE pipes can play an important role in addressing the global water challenge,” says 
Dorothea Wiplinger, Borealis Sustainability Manager. “To avoid the loss of water due to leakages and 
assure residents receive clean water that they can afford, PE pipes are an excellent solution because 
they last three times longer than existing pipes, suffer fewer breakages and need less maintenance.” 

“In line with our sustainability goals, we commit to addressing global challenges and adding value to 
people’s lives through sustainable plastics solutions,” says Craig Halgreen, Vice President Corporate 
Sustainability at Borouge. “At Borouge, we have experience in developing sustainable water systems for 
all kinds of environments and we are delighted to have supported this initiative based on our high-quality 
polyethylene materials.” 

OFID Director-General Suleiman J. Al-Herbish says: “OFID’s contribution to the water and sanitation 
sector reached USD 1,151 million as of year-end 2016. These resources have supported a wide range 
of operations, from large-scale water storage, treatment and distribution projects, to village pumps and 
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school latrines, as well as schemes for the rationalization of water use in arid regions. We are proud to 
have been part of this project and will continue to support sustainable development across the globe.” 

“WSUP works with local providers to help them deliver the water and sanitation services and 
infrastructure that are so desperately needed by low-income urban communities,” explains Bill Peacock, 
WSUP’s Director of Programmes. “This project is a great example of how multi-sector partners can join 
forces and contribute their expertise to make a real difference to people’s lives.” 

The official inauguration took place on 5 May 2017 and was attended by Engineer Philip Gichuki, 
Managing Director, Nairobi City Water & Sewerage Company, and Engineer Kimori, County Executive 
Committee Member for Water, Energy and Forestry at Nairobi City County.  

 

Photo 1: Engineer Kimori of Nairobi City County cuts 
the ribbon, surrounded by (from left to right), Rachel 
Ng’ethe of NCWSC and Kariuki Mugo and Emily 
Goulborn of WSUP. 
Photo 1: © Eric Gitonga 

 

Photo 2: The official inauguration ceremony  
held on 5 May 2017 
Photo 2: © Eric Gitonga 

 

Photo 3: Water dispenser in use: providing safe and 
affordable drinking water to people in Kenya 
Photo 3:  © Eric Gitonga 

 
Photo 4: Water dispenser in use: providing safe and  
affordable drinking water to people in Kenya 
Photo 4: © WSUP 
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In 2007, Borealis together with Borouge launched Water for the World, a partnership programme to 
advance solutions, expertise and know-how to address the global water challenge. The programme 
spans a full range of activities at global and regional levels, in science, industry and for local 
communities, and focuses on three key areas: 

- Improving access to water and sanitation through local projects 
- Preserving water resources through sustainable water management practices 
- Advancing best practices and raising awareness in communities and across the value-chain 

 

Watch this movie or go to waterfortheworld.net to learn more about this project. 

 

END 

For further information please contact: 

Borealis: Virginia Mesicek 
External Communications Manager 
tel.: +43 1 22 400 772 (Vienna, Austria) 
e-mail: virginia.mesicek@borealisgroup.com 

Borouge: Rehab Omar Ateeq  
Regional Communications Manager MEAE 
tel.: +971 2 7088666 (Abu Dhabi, UAE)  
e-mail: rehab.ateeq@borouge.com 

OFID: Fatma Elshhati 
Communications Officer 
tel.: +43 1 515 64321 (Vienna, Austria) 
e-mail: f.elshhati@ofid.org 

WSUP: Steve Metcalfe  
Head of Communications 
tel.: +44 20 7822 1867 (London, UK) 
e-mail: smetcalfe@wsup.com 

 

About Borealis and Borouge 

Borealis is a leading provider of innovative solutions in the fields of polyolefins, base chemicals and fertilizers. With its Head Office in Vienna, Austria, 
the company currently has around 6,600 employees and operates in over 120 countries. Borealis generated EUR 7.2 billion in sales revenue and a 
net profit of EUR 1,107 million in 2016. The Mubadala Investment Company owns 64% of the company, with the remaining 36% belonging to Austria-
based OMV, an integrated, international oil and gas company. Borealis provides services and products to customers around the world in 
collaboration with Borouge, a joint venture with the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC).  

Building on its proprietary Borstar® and Borlink™ technologies and more than 50 years of experience in polyolefins, Borealis and Borouge support 
key industries with a wide range of applications in the areas of energy, automotive, pipes, consumer products, healthcare, and advanced packaging. 

Borealis and Borouge aim to proactively benefit society by taking on real societal challenges and offering real solutions. Both companies are 
committed to the principles of Responsible Care®, an initiative to improve safety performance within the chemical industry, and work to solve the 
world's water and sanitation challenges through product innovation and their Water for the World™ programme. 

About the OPEC Fund for International Development 

The OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) is the development finance institution established by the Member States of OPEC in 1976 as 
a channel of aid to the developing countries. OFID works in cooperation with developing country partners and the international donor community to 
stimulate economic growth and alleviate poverty in all disadvantaged regions of the world. It does this by providing financing to build essential 
infrastructure, strengthen social services delivery, and promote productivity, competitiveness and trade. OFID’s work is people-centered, focusing on 
projects that meet basic needs — such as food, energy, clean water and sanitation, healthcare and education — with the aim of encouraging self-
reliance and inspiring hope for the future. media@ofid.org 

About Water & Sanitation for the Urban Poor 

Water & Sanitation for the Urban Poor (WSUP) is a not-for-profit company that helps transform cities to benefit the millions who lack access to water 
and sanitation. We were created in 2005 as a response to the urban explosion that has left many cities unable to provide basic services, such as 
access to a toilet or drinking water, to low-income communities. We work alongside local providers, enabling them to develop services, build 
infrastructure and attract funding so that they can reach low-income communities.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmEZFWUFo_U
http://www.waterfortheworld.net/
mailto:virginia.mesicek@borealisgroup.com
mailto:media@ofid.org
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To ensure that services can reach as many people as possible, and will exist over the long-term, we have a strong focus on financial viability. This 
means working with utilities and businesses to build services which generate revenue whilst reaching the most vulnerable urban residents, and 
advising regulators and governments on how to create an environment which enables businesses to succeed.  

We are based in the UK with offices in seven countries in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. As the urban specialist in water and sanitation, we are 
committed to sharing evidence and approaches so that our innovations can enable change around the world. Since inception we have helped over 
10 million people access better water and sanitation services. 

 
For more information visit: 
www.borealisgroup.com 
www.borouge.com 
www.ofid.org 
www.waterfortheworld.net 
www.wsup.com 

Borstar is a registered trademark of the Borealis Group.  
Water for the World and Borlink are trademarks of the Borealis Group. 
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