
 

Borealis AG | IZD Tower | Wagramer Strasse 17-19 | A-1220 Vienna | Austria  
Tel +43 (0) 1 22 4000 | Fax +43 1 22 400 333 
www.borealisgroup.com | reg no FN 269858 a 1/3 

Media Release 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE) | 18 December 2017 

Borealis continues support for UAE 
social welfare organisations  

Borealis, a leading provider of innovative solutions in the fields of polyolefins, base chemicals and 
fertilizers, announces this year’s support to leading social organisations in the UAE. Support will be 
made available through the Borealis Social Fund, which was founded in 2008 with the explicit aim of 
enhancing the social welfare of the communities in which Borealis operates.  

Borealis will support UAE organisations with AED 3 million in total, which will be presented to the 
Emirates Foundation, the UAE Disabled Sports Federation, and the Emirates National Schools. Borealis 
Chief Executive Mark Garrett handed over cheques to representatives of the respective organisations at 
a ceremony held in Abu Dhabi on 18 December 2017.  

“We are fully aware that continuity is crucial for the important work done by these organisations,” says 
Mark Garrett, Borealis Chief Executive. “It is gratifying for us to see the results of the various 
programmes and activities, but it is even more satisfying to know that we are building a long term 
constructive relationship with the UAE communities and that our engagement is a lasting one.”  

Emirates Foundation: sharing a passion for science and innovation 
with young students 
Working with partners from the private and public sector, the Emirates Foundation has developed and 
implemented a range of programmes and special projects for young people aimed at promoting social 
inclusion, community engagement, leadership and empowerment. The Government of the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi established the Foundation in 2005 as an independent philanthropic organisation. 

Twice this year, Borealis hosted a delegation of UAE students from different public and private schools 
in Abu Dhabi at the Borouge Innovation Centre. The groups consisted of senior high school students 
who are participating in the Emirates Foundation's "Think Science Ambassadors" programme, an 
initiative developed to encourage Emirati youth to pursue science as a field of study and future career 
path. 

"We honour our positive and sustainable partnership with Borealis which proves to be stronger and has 
a wider impact year on year," says Maytha Al Habsi, Acting CEO at Emirates Foundation. "Thanks to 
Borealis, Emirates Foundation can continue its long term plans towards inspiring, empowering and 
guiding youth in the UAE. Borealis makes a perfect partner with our Think Science programme, which 
aims to prepare youth to both study and work in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM)”.  
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UAE Disabled Sports Federation:  helping prepare athletes for regional and 
international competitions 

Established to promote better awareness of the special needs of the disabled and to encourage their 
active integration into society, the UAE Disabled Sports Federation provides support to athletes 
participating in a wide range of athletic disciplines. Federation athletes regularly compete in regional, 
national and international events. Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, will be hosting the 2019 Special 
Olympics World Summer Games, which will be held from 14 to 21 March 2019. 

"The continued support provided by the Borealis Social Fund will enable our Federation to play an active 
role in preparing the 2019 Special Olympics World Summer Games, which will be hosted by the UAE. 
It’s an honour for us and for our athletes to be able to do this,” says H.E. Mohammed M. Fadhel Al 
Hameli, Chairman of the UAE Disabled Sports Federation. 
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Emirates National Schools: promoting the academic development of UAE 
students 

Since 2002, the Emirates National Schools (ENS) has offered world-class educational programmes from 
kindergarten through to grade 12 with the aim of preparing students for post-secondary studies. 
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Approximately 10,500 students are enrolled in the 2017-2018 school year at one of five separate 
campuses sharing a common curriculum: Mohammed Bin Zayed City, Al Ain City, Abu Dhabi City, 
Sharjah and Ras Al-Khaimah.“With the continuing support of the Borealis Social Fund we are able to 
achieve our planned goals and attain educational progress that positions ENS as one of the leading 
international learning providers in the country,” says Dr Kenneth Vedra, Director General of the Emirates 
National Schools.  
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END 

For further information please contact: 

Patrick Laureys 
Senior External Communications Manager 
Tel. +43 (0)1 22 400 726 (Vienna, Austria)  
e-mail: patrick.laureys@borealisgroup.com 

Borealis is a leading provider of innovative solutions in the fields of polyolefins, base chemicals and fertilizers. With its head office in Vienna, Austria, 
the company currently has around 6,600 employees and operates in over 120 countries. Borealis generated EUR 7.2 billion in sales revenue and a 
net profit of EUR 1,107 million in 2016. Mubadala, through its holding company, owns 64% of the company, with the remaining 36% belonging to 
Austria-based OMV, an integrated, international oil and gas company. Borealis provides services and products to customers around the world in 
collaboration with Borouge, a joint venture with the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). www.borealisgroup.com  
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